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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE German Health Alliance

7th Meeting of the Working Group Health -
North America

USA/Maryland:
Entering the U.S. Market — MedTech & Life Sciences in the State of
Maryland

14 April 2026, 15:00 — 16:30 (Berlin) | 09:00 — 10:30 (Washington)
MS-Teams

Registration

Maryland is one of the leading life sciences and MedTech hubs in the United States and is home to
world-class research institutions, hospitals, industry leaders, and key regulatory bodies such as Johns
Hopkins Hospital, MedStar Health, and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), creating a
highly innovative ecosystem.

15:00 - 15:10 Opening & Introduction

- Stefan Leitz & Maik Kraenkel, Co-Chairs of the GHA Working
Group North America
Opening & Short Overview of Activities

- Armin Smajilovic, Vice Chairman of the Board, GHA

- Paul Matino, Regional Manager for Europe, Maryland Department
of Commerce

- Quick introduction of participating GHA members

15:10 - 15:45 Maryland's Life Sciences Industry, Assets, Incentives to Fuel Innovation

- Brad Gillenwater, Manager, Life Sciences Group, Maryland
Department of Commerce

- Dr. Brian Hasselfeld, M.D., Executive Medical Director for Digital
Health and Innovation, Johns Hopkins Medicine

Maryland Global Gateway & Soft Landing Program

- Aisha Booker, Director of Foreign Direct Investment, Maryland
Department of Commerce

- Absiola Ude, Global Gateway Program Manager, Maryland
Department of Commerce

- Armin Smajilovic, Director Marketing & Business Development,
Kimetec GmbH

15:45 - 16:15



https://gha.health/veranstaltung/webinar-with-the-maryland-department-of-commerce/
https://hub.jhu.edu/experts/profiles/brian-hasselfeld/

16:15-16:30 Possible Delegation to MEDTECH Week 2027

- Armin Smajilovic, Director Marketing & Business Development,
Kimetec GmbH

Data protection: Detailed information on data protection can be found in our data protection information (Datenschutz | GHA - German
Health Alliance). By registering/participating in the event, you agree the handling of your data. We process your data for the purpose of
event preparation and execution. In addition, you agree with the publication of photos and videos taken at the event. You may object to the
future processing of your personal data at any time. Please email your objection to info@gha.health. Please note that this will also result in
your removal from all mailing lists.



